Questions for the leader / manager / childminder

	Consider
	Our current practice
	Examples of evidence of this within our setting 
	Any further development needed

	Who is responsible for ensuring that all risks are assessed effectively within the provision?


	e.g. Do you have a delegated person for risk assessment or does everyone take responsibility? 
	
	

	Who is responsible for putting in place any extra measures necessary to minimise the risk?


	e.g. This varies and is noted on our risk assessment forms
	
	

	How do you record any extra measures or actions which are put in place 


	e.g. On a risk assessment form
	e.g. Risk assessment forms and reviews
	

	How do you decide which areas, resources or activities to formally risk assess?


	e.g. Another local childminder and myself help to risk assess each others provision – we find that a new pair of eyes always helps! 
	
	


	Consider
	Our current practice
	Examples of evidence of this within our setting 
	Any further development needed

	Who is able to access the risk assessments?


	e.g. The risk assessments are in the entrance hall but more significant ones are also displayed in the relevant area 
	
	

	When were your risk assessments last reviewed?


	e.g. Last September
	e.g. Signature and date on my risk assessments
	

	Have any actions that needed to be completed on your risk assessments (such as fitting a safety gate) been completed?


	e.g. All except one – I still need to buy a lockable box for storing medicines but in the meantime they are stored out of reach of the children
	e.g. Completed actions have been noted on the risk assessment forms
	To buy a lockable box for medicines

	Do you monitor accident and incident forms to ensure that you are aware of any unsafe practices or areas of your provision?


	e.g. As I work alone I see all accident forms – I complete additional risk assessments or reviews as is necessary. 
	e.g. Last week I noted a repeat accident form – a second child had fallen off the trike.  When I inspected the trike I noticed an unsteady wheel and threw it away.
	


Questions for practitioners 

	Consider
	Our current practice
	Examples of evidence of this within our setting 
	Any further development needed

	Are you fully aware of all the risk assessments for your provision?


	e.g. Yes, I feel confident in this. 
	e.g. I have read and signed all risk assessments. 
	

	If you noticed a potential hazard in your provision what would you do?

	e.g. If I could remove the hazard I would, otherwise I would talk to our leader about the hazard. 
	
	

	What are the main hazards in your indoor environment?

	e.g. The floor can be hazardous around the sand and water play areas.  There is a long corridor for the children to go down to reach the toilets and if children take their shoes off the floor can be very slippery in socks. 
	e.g. Accident forms for slips on the floor
	

	What are the main hazards in your outdoor environment?

	e.g. I feel that security could be better – the wall is quite short and there is no lock on the gate.  We get a lot of standing water as the ground is uneven and this makes for very slippery icy puddles in colder weather!
	e.g. Accident forms 
	


	Consider
	Our current practice
	Examples of evidence of this within our setting 
	Any further development needed

	Considering the general tasks that you do throughout your working day – which of these do you feel could be potentially dangerous?
	e.g. We have some children with quite severe food allergies and this can make mealtimes potentially dangerous.  When children are coming in or going home it can get a bit hectic and we need to watch the door closely
	e.g. Allergy charts and registers 
	

	Where would you find the risk assessments for your provision?

	e.g. I would have to ask the manager 
	
	e.g. Find out where the risk assessments are kept

	Are there any actions that you need to make others aware of (such as parents) to help minimise risks?

	e.g. In summer we ask parents to bring in sun cream and a hat for their child.  We also ask parents to make sure all doors and gates are closed behind them 
	e.g. Notices on parents board, newsletters 
	

	If a parent or visitor raised a concern about (for instance) the children’s safety over lunchtimes – how would you deal with this?


	e.g. Some parents were concerned as they were let into the provision by a parent that they did not know.  They were worried that this parent would have let anyone in the building.
	e.g. We now have a member of staff deployed at the door during the beginning and end of sessions.
	


